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Bureaucracy— 
The New Whipping Boy 


American politics is based on the strategy of attack. 
Perhaps this is best illustrated in the comment heard 
frequently during political campaigns, “people don’t 
vote for something, they vote against the things 
they don’t like.” 

“Bureaucrats” or “bureaucracy” is the popular 
subject of attack now by members of both parties 
in Congress. Sometimes the attack is in general 
terms against all bureaucrats, meaning any govern- 
ment employee; sometimes specific, against either 
minor officials or ones in prominent positions. 


Genuine difference of opinion on what consti- 
tutes proper policy for the U. S. Government should 
be expected. Investigation and criticism of the con- 
duct of government and the policies pursued by the 
party in power is needed, but the lack of discrimi- 
nation in the attacks currently being made confuse 
rather than clarify public thinking. 


Dozens of investigations of government agencies 
have been proposed, many are in progress. It is not 
unusual for a half dozen congressional committees 
to be investigating the same subject at the same 
time. Cabinet officers and top ranking Army, Navy 
and Air personnel and heads of the war agencies 
shuffle back and forth from one committee to 
another. 


Senator McKellar, author of many a patronage 
bill, has indicated his attitude toward all “bureau- 
crats” in a bill that would permit no deferment of 
government employees from war service, implying 
that no government jobs are essential to the war 
effort! 


Most of the time of the House has been taken up 
by speeches attacking this, that, or the other govern- 
ment agency or employee. “No bureaucrat can tell 
us what to do” is a phrase heard in many com- 
mittee meetings. “Tell us what to do” seems to 
mean any comment, personal or official, that any 
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government employee makes on any subject. The 
House spent almost a week trying to take off the 
federal payroll a group of 38 persons whom Repre- 
sentative Dies had declared shouldn’t be employed. 


Congressmen Seek 
Legislative Improvements 


Considerable attention will be given by this 
Congress to ways of improving its own machinery, 
if the number of bills along this line is any basis 
for prediction. They may indicate the kind of atti- 
tude that may revitalize the Congress. Representa- 
tive Voorhis of California recently charged the Con- 
gress with responsibility for its own prestige and 
usefulness when he said: “There are certain things 
requisite to assure the vigor and independence of 
the national legislature... . It is my opinion that 
the Congress holds within its own hands the key 
to its own independence and power. I do not 
believe anyone from outside Congress can hurt it 
greatly provided the Congress itself and within itself 


is constructive, farsighted, determined and un- 
afraid.” 


Fiscal Aids Most of the bills are designed to give 

to Congress more independent infor- 
mation on the use of appropriations than is now 
available. A joint committee composed of members 
of the House and Senate Appropriation Committees, 
equipped with a research staff and power of sub- 


poena, has been proposed in both the House and 
Senate. 


An Office of Fiscal Investigations for the House 
has also been suggested. This new congressional 
agency would serve the Appropriation Committee 
and conduct special investigations. It might prove 
more useful in some respects than a joint com- 
mittee, because it would serve the whole House, 
rather than one committee. 


The General Accounting Office, an independent 
agency in the Administrative branch, set up to serve 
the Congress as a continuing watchdog of federal 
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expenditures, would be expanded into a perpetual 
investigating agency under the terms of another 


bill. 

Research Personnel [It is also proposed that the 
Legislative Reference Serv- 
ice of the Congressional Library be expanded to 
provide research personnel for congressional com- 
mittees. One of the advantages the executive agen- 
cies has over congressional committees is greater 
knowledge of the subject matter of proposed legis- 
lation. To equip the congressional committees with 
qualified research workers, who would do indepen- 
dent research as well as analyze and criticize the 
materials presented by executive agencies, would 
put them in a better position to judge executive 
proposals. 
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Can Inflation Be Avoided? 


Inflation will not be halted unless the American 
public stops demanding things that lead to infla- 
tion and resisting efforts to control it. It cannot 
be done by executive or legislative action without 
the support of the public. 


Workers want wage increases. Farmers want 
higher prices. No one wants to pay heavier fed- 
eral taxes. Too many people try to beat the gun 
on rationing and start buying panics. Price ceilings 
cannot be held if the pressure of special interest 
groups continues unabated, or if the Congress fails 
to capture some $16 billion of money which won’t 
be saved and cannot be spent on available goods at 
prevailing prices. 


Reflection of public unawareness of the seriousness 
of the situation is shown in the Congress which is 
giving first attention to easing, not increasing, the 
tax load and which is pushing ahead rapidly on 
revising the farm parity formula to increase farm 
prices. 


Lend-Lease Approved 
As War Measure 


General approval of the results of Lend-Lease aid 
and of its administration is evident in the hearings 
before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
There is little doubt that the Lend-Lease Act will 
be renewed by the House, probably without amend- 
ments. 


Former opponents of Lend-Lease still seem to 
fail to grasp its full significance. They do not un- 
derstand that it is a means of using all the resources 


of all the United Nations in the joint prosecution 
of the war. The line of questioning pursued by 
these members shows a desire to put a dollar value 
on the goods provided to our allies and upon the 
goods they have furnished us, so that a dollar bal- 
ance may be quickly determined when the war is 
over. They have also been persistent in their at- 
tempts to get information about the tangible prop- 
erty gains such as air bases or territory the United 
States may expect when the war is over. 


There is evident dislike of Article VII of the 
Master Lend Lease Agreements. In Article VII the 
United States and each of the 10 nations with which 
such agreements have been made have agreed to 
work out final settlements of Lend-Lease aid which 
will lead to a freer flow of international trade. Thus 
Lend-Lease has become a means of influencing post- 
war economic policy. Asa war measure Lend-Lease 
is approved. Its implications for the future are 
questioned. 


Prospects on Trade Agreements 


No proposal for the extension of the Reciprocal 
Trade Agreements Act has yet been made to the 
Congress and probably will not be for another 
month. Bills calling for repeal or modification of 
the program continue to be presented. 


The latest of these, introduced by Representative 
Dirksen of Illinois, would renew the Reciprocal 
Trade Agreements Act for another three years, write 
into the law essentially the same administrative pro- 
cedures now followed, but injects a new review 
agency composed of representatives of economic in- 
terest groups. Such a review would jeopardize the 
whole program. This is typical of the oblique 
attacks on the program that may be expected when 
it is considered in the Congress. 


Action on Reciprocal Trade Agreements will give 
the Congress a chance to accept or to repudiate the 
principle of international economic cooperation 
enunciated in the Master Lend Lease agreements. 


Patronase Bill Moves 


The McKellar patronage bill will probably be 
reported from Committee soon. McKellar now ad- 
vocates lowering the salary level for confirmation 
to $3800 from the original $4500. There are some 
35,000 persons in government service who would 
have to be approved by the Senate under the $4500 
provision. (See TREeNps, February 1.) 
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